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REMARKS/ARfil ) MF.NTS 

w »• , „ C . laiin . S 1-28 were P™^- Claim s 1-28 rejected under 35 USC §1 03 as obvious 
by P,ckett or Pickett m view Hall et al. fa light of the amendments and the following remark? 
the undersigned requests withdrawal of the rejections. 

Numerous amendments have been made to the claims for what the undersigned 

*u better J grammar md for co ^ti<>n of typographical errors. Such amendments 

should not be construed as amendments for purposes of patentability. 

I. The Present Invention 

As was discussed with the Examiner and the Examiner's supervisor recently the 
present invention relates to a telephone communications interface for a computer that provides 
electrical power to attached telephones. As amended, claim I, for example, now recites wherein 
a peak voltage of the ringing signal is provided to no more man approximately one half of the 
maximum number of telephones at a time and wherein th» telephones are n n separate cirrnit* 

II. Th e Cited Referent 

A. Pickett 

j. - . . Pickett was previously discussed. The Examiner agreed that Pickett did not 
disclose ringing less than all telephones at a time. 

B. Hall 

As was also discussed, Hall appears to disclose generating a ringing signal for use 
tm party lines. As is known, with party lines, telephones are co.m led to the m.™ tri-w, 
circuit, hence the term "party line." ' 

Hall discloses a common ringing signal is supplied to EACH telephone on a party 
hne. However, not all phones ring at the same time. This is because the ringing signal is 
provided at different frequencies, and that each phone is responsive to differaUrineinH 
frequency. In particular, Hall discloses: 

That is, up to five phones may be simultaneously connected to a particular 
party hne. Each phone on the line may be made responsive to a ringing signal of 
a different frequency, such as by a band pass filter . Col. 20, lines 51-57. 

.hi* t« a T Tt T^°, Uld t. be underst00d the ringer circuit contemplated in Hall must still be 
able to drive ALL telephones on the party line. Further, Hall discloses providing a ringing signal 
t0 telephones that are on the same telephone rimiit 8 & S ^ 

lin~ <7 w Adviso 5 Action mailed 7/24/ °3, the Examiner asserts that Hall, col. 21 
ubscHh^ ?1 * m °? j !* a P3rty line - The Exarainer Hal1 to«*e. scheduling 
SS^te Ss^ot so ^ *7% SUb f ribere for - ch ^-second portion of the six-second 

To * bebw ' V dlSC,0S6S 3 ^ HUe - M C0,S - 2 °> ,inC 51 * C01 - 21 > «« 
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A different ringing scheme is utilized by the independent telephone companies for 
party lines in that the independents use different frequencies. That is, up to five 
phones may be simultaneousl y connected to a particular parry iin» p.,* 
phone on the line may be made responsive to a ringing signal of a different 
frequency, such as by band pass filtering. A duty cycle of one second on and four 
seconds off is imposed by the software on the ring generator shown in FIG 10 for 
independent ringing. That is, all five telephones on a particular party line may 
be rung during a five-second interval, by imposing a different frequency ringing 
signal on the line during each one-second interval of the five total seconds in the 
duty cycle. This can be understood more clearly by imagining that all five 
telephones connected tea particular party line were in a particular house. If all 
five phones were called simultaneously, the ringer scheduling circuitry disclosed 
herein would generate a different frequency ringing signal during each second of 
the five total seconds of the duty cycle. Thus, the phones would all h» rin^™ 
but the actual ring portion of the familiar on^off ringing would not occur in more 
than one phone at any particular instance in time. If all five phones were lined up 
in a row, phone 1 would ring during the first second, phone 2 would ring during 
the second [second], phone 3 would ring during the third second, and so on, until 
all five phones had rung their first ring. Emphasis added. 

- ,• „ clearI y il,u strated>the passage cited by the Examiner only discloses a 

party line system, where all phones are connected to the "party line." 

IH Cited Refer ence Distin guished 

^ res Ponse to the rejections of claims 1-28 as being obvious in light of Pickett 

-dm hghtof Pickett in view of Hall, to undersigned re^^Uy ^esft^eS^ m d 
the Examiner's assertions. J 
A. Claim 1 

Pickett and Hall do not disclose, teach, or suggest all the limitations of Claim 1 
F^ample, neither reference discloses the limitation of wherein the telep hones arr. nn ^ 

are mnn^ 1" ^ a s disclosed above, Hall only discloses a system where all telephones 
are connected on one circuit known as a "party line." 

^? b ? i HaI1 d0BS n0t disclose S eneratin S a ringing signal in response to the 

ZSKT . e secondary volta8e ' wherein ao e akvoi taP LfT^ ; g;r !?; me 

provided to no more than approximate one hal^ . 

he „ M< . tn In 35 disC,osed a** 5 ™- in *«> arrangement in Hall, the ringer circuit has to 

Til t0 P T r - teIe £ h ° neS °" the Circuit at the same time - Hall, only certain phones 
actually ring, because of band-pass filters are installed on the different telephones howevS the 
ringer power ls still applied to all phones. pu«™»» nowever, tne 

In light of at least the above limitations, the Examiner has not demonstrated orima 
facie obviousness, accordingly, claim 1 is asserted to be allowable. remonstrated prima 
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B. Claim i« 



^^^^^^^^^^ : 

in contrast, Hall on y discloses a "'oartv line" wh^ >th<* t^^uL . 1 

f^onsrA^ ' 

C. Re maining claims 

lirnfratir>ns ttas^recitc' ' similar reasons as claim 9 and more specifically, for the zvlditional 

^^S^e^^^ j 

CONCLUSION 

early dale is respectfully requested »»= nuance of a formal Notice of Allowance at an 

«. ^"S^t^:^- <«— « of ; 

Respectfully submitted, Qfc»^Sfe£>,. 
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